5766 Vayikra

As we know, the word usually translated as sacrifice – korban – actually means ‘coming close’.  This was the function of the Mishkan – and of the sacrifices that were brought therein: to come closer to G-d. 

But, thank G-d, G-d is no where in specific, so there is no particular direction to go in where we will find G-d.  Close is not a place – it is a way.  

We might think that G-d is to be found where we do the right thing.  So when we do something wrong, that is a step away from G-d.  But coming close to G-d, in that circumstance, does not only mean to mend our ways and to do the right thing.  There is a closeness to G-d that is available only through doing wrong – it is called a korban chatat – ‘the closeness when we have sinned’.  At that moment, there is a certain type of approach to G-d that cannot be replicated without having done something wrong: ‘G-d, I have done something wrong. I lost control of myself. I am so sorry.’

And there is another type of closeness to G-d that only comes out of frustration.  It is called an olah – a korban to go higher.  It comes from a place of needing our relationship with G-d to go deeper, to be more impacting and real.  ‘G-d, there is so much that I do not understand.  Please bring me closer, so I can know You better.’

And there is a closeness that only comes from satisfaction.  We would think that satisfied means close.  But there is a closeness that is needed at that time as well – the closeness of appreciation called korban shelamim – the offering of completeness.

G-d does only reside within perfection or total awareness.  And we are not necessarily closer to G-d if we are satisfied with what we have.  There is no specific direction toward G-d.  there is only the knowledge that we can and must always grow closer.  

