5766 Vayera

As the commentaries follow Avraham on his journey into the land of Israel, we find so many examples of the prophetic nature of his actions and their direct or indirect implications on his descendents.  For example, in 12:6, we find Avraham arriving in the area of Shechem, to the city of Aylon Moreh.  Rashi there tells us, ‘to pray for the children of Ya’akov, who will go to war in Shechem.’

A few verses later, we find Avraham building an altar, and Rashi tells us, ‘he prophesied that his descendents would stumble there with Achan, and he prayed for them there.’  

Further on, we find Avraham, as he chases the 4 kings, arriving at the future territory of Dan,  Rashi tells us, ‘[when he arrived at Dan], he lost his strength, for he saw that his descendents would erect a Calf there.’  

In Parshat Vayera, Avraham’s actions with the angels/strangers are also ripe with implications for the future.  The Gemarra tells us that every gesture of hospitality that he made was repaid to his descendents in just fashion:  In merit of the bread, they were given the manna.  In merit of the water, they were given the well, etc.

It seems that all of Avraham’s actions would have deep implications at essential moments in history.  While Avraham was certainly on an extremely high level, do we assume that our actions will not have profound impact on the future of our lives and on future generations?  We cannot know whether it is ‘true’ – though we can certainly look back on small moments in our past that had very deep implications on our present lives.  So it seems we must live with the consciousness that whatever we do now will certainly affect our future.  

