5766 Mishpatim

The Lubavitcher Rebbe wrote that the parshas only go up in holiness – that is to say, parshat Mishpatim is holier than Parshat Yitro – which is shocking, because Yitro contains the giving of the Torah, the single greatest moment of collective revelation ever.  And Mishpatim is about slaves and oxen falling into pits.  

We all know quite well that the point of receiving the torah isn’t receiving the Torah – it is living the Torah.  It is essential that we set aside time to learn – be it on Shabbat, or during the week.  Everyone should be learning, one way or another, at least 2 hours a week.  And within learning, it is essential to learn that which will influence our daily lives as much as possible.  I know a man who has been a mohel for many years, who has a chavruta with another mohel whenever either one of them gets a new book about circumcision.  

It is always highly recommended to learn about the things in your life you have the most trouble with – maybe it’s a certain theological issue, maybe it’s the laws the lashon harah.  The mere act of learning about them – aside from the educational value – brings blessing down upon that area of life.  

As R’ Shalom said last Shabbat, the Torah portions of Yitro and Mishpatim are what is called clal-prat-clal – general, specific, general.  The Torah gives us a wide vision of how the world can be with G-d at the center.  Then the Torah gives us laws that are very specific, and seem to be opposite that trend.  But when the laws are done properly, it reintroduces G-d at the center, but this time G-d-at-the-center is at the center of the real world, not at some crazy mountain in the middle of nowhere.  It is easy to find G-d in the middle of nowhere.  It is harder to  find G-d when my %$#&%^ ox just gored somebody, and we have to split the carcass.  

But it is also infinitely more satisfying, because I never have to leave to find the Torah.  I don’t need to go hiking to find the Torah.  I can just dig a pit and be negligent in covering it, and G-d is right there!

