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When the command to build the mishkan comes, a variety of precious metals and stones, fabrics, oils, and spices must be gathered.  And an interesting word is used to describe that gathering: ve’yik’chu li – which literally means ‘and they will take for me’.  The Malbim points out that it does not say ‘and they shall give’, but ‘and they shall take.’  Were it to say, ‘and they shall give’, it would man that everyone must give.  By saying ‘and they will take for me’, says Malbim, it indicates that ‘Hashem desired that this donation would be from the desire of the heart to give, by free will, with no compulsion.’  

In a sense, the mishkan is built not of the physical substance that constitutes its walls and floors and vessels.  Rather, it is built of the spirit of giving that brought those disparate substances together.  

The mishkan, writes Malbim, gains its power from being the focal point of all Israel.  When we are all giving toward the same place – in energy, time, and resources – then that place is special to all of us – because it comes from each of us and is simultaneously beyond each of us.  So, too, any relationship we are in where two or more people can focus on a common project, that project – be it a marriage, a friendship, or a chavruta – takes on a very special quality.  It becomes almost like a space supported by both that each can enter and be nourished by.  But, again, what holds up the walls and keeps them strong is not the stuff that is given, but the desire to give.  Walls fall, but desire is what allows us to build those walls up again and again.  

