5765 Titzaveh

The menorah in the Temple was lit with only the most refined olive oil.  Meaning, as you know when you go to the supermarket, there are several classes of olive oil - extra-virgin, virgin, and pure.  It has to do with how much they press the olive to get the oil out.  In the Temple, the oil they used for the menorah was only the first drop that came out of the olive.  What was so important about the menorah that it required the most refined oil, as opposed to other services in the Temple, where less pure olive oil could be used?

Rebbe Natan of Breslov writes that that finest bit of oil in the olive is like the best in our selves.  It is the finest in our selves that we offer to light up the world.  Though we can certainly work ourselves over and find in ourselves more to give, and there is a place for that, we need to also be ready to give the best of ourselves.  For it is often that best in ourselves that we are most reluctant to offer. 

