5765 Tazria

It is all too easy to lump all of our moods into two simple groups: good and bad.  Good includes, happy, satisfied, pleased, relaxed, and the like.  Bad includes sad, insulted, frustrated, angry, and the like.  But it is essential to perceive the differences between the moods that we are in.  For each mood has its own nature and its own solution.  

 

Similarly, the plague of tzara’at, usually mistranslated as leprosy, comes in many different forms for many different reasons.  Though it is usually associated with lashon harah, or evil speech, the Midrash lists 10 reasons why tzara’at comes: Spilling blood, illicit sexual relationships, idol worship, blasphemy, stealing from the public, stealing in general, indulgence, lashon harah, and a begrudging eye.  And it appears in a variety of ways – from previous wounds, new wounds, baldness, burns, and the like.
 

The temptation is to turn all pains into one pain, and find one cure.  This is not the way – there are so many shades of grey in the world, so many types of light as well, and we should be learning to discern between them as they come.  The urge to spill blood and to worship idols and to have a begrudging eye are all related to one another, but if we are to appreciate the middle book of the Torah, we need to develop an eye for details and subtle differences.  For when we open up to subtlety, when we get past questions of yes-no, believe in G-d or not believe in G-d, Orthodox or conservative, in love or not in love, then we can begin to hear the voice of G-d in the mix, speaking to us in so many ways, through so many vehicles and lenses.  Only then can we enter into the rich experience of relationship to G-d.  
 

