5765 Shoftim

The B’nei Yissachar writes that, according to the Sefer Yetzirah, the month of Elul is characterized by fixing the level of action – ma’aseh.  Ma’aseh implies action, and implies ‘making’.  What exactly are we making this month, he asks?  We are making ourselves,  for one who returns to G-d it is as if he made himself as a new creation.

This month we are called upon to imagine what it is we need to be and to make it happen.  

The parsha alludes to this concept when it is ‘you shall give judges and policemen to yourself in all your gates.’  Part of making or re-making ourselves is to be brutally honest about what G-d wants of us.  As R’ Simcha Bunim warns on the verse ‘seek thoroughly after justice’, do not merely seek justifications for what you do – find out what G-d wants and then make it happen.  

We are given the responsibility of judging ourselves- but it has to be real.  We have to make real effort toward finding out what we should be doing. If we can do that for ourselves, then we preclude the necessity of external judges.  

