5765 Shemini

As Aharon prepares to take the helm at the newly inaugurated Mishkan, he must bring several different offerings - sin offerings, elevation offerings, and completion offerings, as well as grain offerings.  Each offering must be done exactly right, with the proper intention that it be eaten at a certain time in a certain place, and the like.  The blood must be caught in a certain way and placed on the altar in a certain way.  G-d has guaranteed that, if done properly, 'and the glory of G-d will appear to you.'
 
But even after Aharon brings all three types of offerings, the Divine Presence does not come.  It is not until he and Moshe go into the tent and pray that the Divine Presence comes down.  There is a deep lesson in this.  There is an order, but the order is not a formula.  We have to do it right, but doing it right is no guarantee that Hashem will bless our actions.  We are constantly forced to these two poles - one is that we have to know what G-d wants, and we have to be willing to do it to the letter.  But the other pole is that 'G-d desires the heart' - G-d is not automatic and G-d's Presence cannot be demanded.  After right action, we must stand with contrite heart and ask G-d to bring G-d's Presence upon the work of our hands.  
