5765 Pesach II

There is a concept in Jewish ideology called ‘eit ratzon’ – which literally means ‘a time of favor’.  There are times throughout the day, the month, and the year that are somehow different than other times, and allow for sharp turns in our otherwise straight paths to G-d.  For example, praying the shmoneh esrei as the sun rises is a particularly fortuitous time to pray.  Similarly, the ends of Shabbat (3rd meal) and holidays are special times – the neilah prayer of Yom Kippur, the last day of Chanukah, and the Simchat Torah are all amazing times to open one’s heart in prayer, learning, repentance, and the like. 

Each holiday has its own specific nature and gift.  And each holiday has a special name – Rosh Hashanah is ‘The day of remembrance’.  Sukkot is ‘The time of our joy.’  Pesach is called ‘the time of our freedom.’  This means that there is an increased energy of freedom available to us on Pesach.   Through the matzah, the marror, the 4 cups of wine, through Hallel and through the Hagaddah, we can climb to amazing levels of freedom.  We can also pray for others who are enslaved, literally or figuratively.

The word Pesach literally means ‘to skip over’.  We are told that amazing things can happen on Pesach – people can take amazing and miraculous leaps out of all types of slavery.  It is a night to believe in miracles again, to know that no slavery is permanent, and no shackles are more powerful than G-d.  

