5765 Naso

The Torah continues in Parshat Naso with the structure of the camp.  Layer after layer of structure is ensconced around the Tabernacle, which is in itself characterized by structure.  But, immediately after the structure of the camp, we find more laws.  These laws represent a certain type of structure themselves, but, here, they represent something far deeper.  

The laws we encounter in this week’s parsha are about theft, lying in vows, a woman who is suspected of cheating on her husband, and the laws of the Nazirite.   These are laws whose violation undermines the very external structure of the camp.  If our family life is not sound, if our community is not characterized by trust, then the external structure is meaningless.  

Similarly, if Torah, which is the ultimate light, enters into a system of relationships that lack trust and commitment, it cannot be sustained.  If we gather publicly to pray and learn, but we are privately slandering one another, then the spiritual lift we gain from learning and prayer dissipates.  

The Torah can heal those wounds and cracks, but we must be committed to it doing so.  A broken vessel that yearns for G-d is the greatest vessel.  A broken vessel that thinks it is whole and wishes to remain as it is serves nothing.

We read, before the giving of the Torah, ‘and the nation camped (singular verb) before the mountain.’  Rashi brings that they camped as one nation with one heart.  Why did it not just say ‘as one nation’?  Because we are one nation anyway, whether we like it or not.  But to be with one heart, to be dedicated to receiving the Torah together, to inform our lives together, to transform our community, then we are able to receive the Torah.

Before Yom Kippur, we are told to ask forgiveness of one another, for any violation between people that is not forgiven cannot be forgiven by G-d.  Similarly, as we approach Shavuot, we should be mending our relationships with each other, in order to justify receiving a greater light of Torah.

