5765 Mishpatim

In honor of the Yahrtzeit of R’ Menachem Mendel of Kotzk:

The Kotzker cites a Midrash in Tanhuma that describes Hashem’s love of justice (mishpat).  The Kotzker explains that it is not ideal before G-d to compassionately give to us even that which we do not deserve.  Rather. It would be ideal that we would come to deserve the goodness that G-d wishes to give us.  Thus, G-d loves justice.

It is quite possible to look at our lives, and our actions therein, as shots in the dark.  We do try our best.  But when we try to serve G-d, as in prayer, for example, so often we get the feeling of lobbing something toward G-d, and not knowing what we will get in return.  We are dependent on G-d’s mercy to give us what we need.  But the Kotzker sets out for us a goal we might not even think is possible: it is possible for us to attain a level whereby we reap exactly what we sow, and what we sow is exactly what we want and need.

The Divine name Elokim could be loosely translated as karma.  It is the Divine law, paraphrased by Newton: Every action has an equal and opposite reaction.  But there is a storehouse of unearned gifts (to steal Rebbe Nachman’s phrase) that Hashem wishes to give us.  In the Kotzker’s understanding, they are gifts that Hashem would like us to have, but we do not deserve them per se, so Hashem gives them to us as unearned gifts.  The ideal, though, is that we refine ourselves to such an extent that we can deserve them, and they no longer need to be unearned.   

This level of maturity is available in every relationship.  In general, we get what we need or want not because we deserve it, but because we are sneaky, or charming, or the like.  We play games, we use power plays and manipulations, cuteness and characters, sorcery and delusion, to get what we want.  But it is possible to live in such a way that we do what we need to do, we are direct and resolute, humble and persistent, until we get to a level of thought-speech-action through which we can get exactly what we need and want with no tricks, no smoke and no mirrors.  No pity.  This is a level of true honesty and true relationship.  

