5765 Metzorah

When a person is stricken with tzara’at, which is a spiritual disease that manifests in the physical plane, that person is given the opportunity to ascend from that very low place to a very high place.  This is evidenced in the ceremony used to re-induct him or her into the camp of Israel.

The ceremony bears symbols we have seen before, and lead to surprising conclusions.  First, the metzorah (the one who is sick) is entirely shaven – twice in a week.  This connotes to us the ceremony of induction of the Levites into their Temple service, whereby it says (Bamidbar 8:7) that they would be entirely shaven.  

We also find that the metzorah would be anointed with blood on the right ear lobe, right thumb, and right big toe.  This would be done with oil as well.  This reminds us of the ceremony of induction of the priests into service, whereby they would be anointed in that way (Vayikra 8:23).

We find a common theme –all of these are moments when someone is prepared to ascend to a new level of responsibility.  What is amazing is that the Torah offers these ceremonies to one who has fallen out of the camp, to a place of personal spiritual impurity.  The ceremony of anointing is not reserved only for the priestly class – it is for anyone who is moving forward.  And the ceremony of shaving, of starting over like a baby, is not reserved only for the Levites.

Wherever we are, we must be moving forward.  And any step we take, no matter how small, is seen as entirely significant and worthy of sanctification and celebration.  

